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Importance of Marriage

Universality of marriage is a feature characteristic of our
society, the celibates being a few ascetics, lunatics and beggars.
The importance of marriage is indicated by the proverb, " Na
mili nari to sada brahmachari". It means that he who cannot
find a bride must perforce remain a bachelor. The Hindu law-
givers enjoined on their followers to get married and beget
sons. As Baudhayana puts it: xxBy begetting a virtuous son a
man saves himself as well as the seven preceding and seven
following generations." But these and similar religious injunc-
tions are probably a rationalization of a belief more primitive.
Even the least sophisticated caste attaches as much importance
to marriage as the high caste Hindus. In some parts of the
country if a husband cannot be found for a girl before puberty,
she is married to a flower, a tree/ or an arrow. So much impor-
tance is attached to marriage that the ceremony has to be per-
formed even in the case of a girl intended for prostitution. She
is married to a knife, or a sword, or a plant, or to a man who is
only a pro forma husband.1 It would be interesting to notice that
amongst castes like Todas of South India and Nambudris the
corpse of a person dying unmarried is married before cremation
to ensure future happiness.2 Some of the castes like the Chamars
believe that a man dying unmarried becomes a harmful evil
spirit. These facts show that the importance attached to mar-
riage cannot be attributed to the Indo-Aryans. It is due proba-
bly to the primitive belief in * life-giving soul-matter' and the
desire to pass it on reduplicated to the next generation.a

Features of Civil Condition

We have indicated above that marriage is a universal fea-
ture of our society. This is borne out by the figures relating to
marital conditions given in Appendix XVI. Consider, for ins-
tance, the proportion of-unmarried females aged 44 years and
over for the various depressed castes. In the case of Namasud-
ras only 7 per mille of the females of these ages are unmarried
and the corresponding figures for the Chamars of the U.P.,

1  L. S. S. O'Malley: Indian Caste Customs, p. 91.

2  Ibid; Census of India, Vol. 1, Pt. 1, p. 406.

3  Census of India, Vol. 1, Pt, 1, p, 405.